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Title 
Set a regional binding roadmap to achieve a climate neutral Baltic Sea region by 2040 and just transition 
to align with the 1.5°C threshold. 

Submitted by: 
Coalition Clean Baltic 

Description of measure 
HELCOM countries should develop and implement a regional binding roadmap to achieve a climate 
neutral Baltic Sea region by 2040, including phase out of fossil fuel emissions and investment in low 
carbon energy technologies and energy efficiency and enhanced carbon sinks. The roadmap should also 
ensure and integrate a just transition to support and protect all actors involved in the process. 

Activity:  
Non-renewable energy generation (fossil fuel and nuclear powerplants) - Investment in low carbon 
energy technologies and energy efficiency and enhanced carbon sinks - Extraction of oil and gas, 
including infrastructure (e.g. pipelines) 

Pressure: 
Climate change is cross cutting affecting all areas.. 
Input of other substances (e.g. synthetic substances, non-synthetic substances, radionuclides) — diffuse 
sources, point sources, atmospheric deposition, acute events 

State: 
Hazardous substances. The measure contributes to mitigation of the climate environmental impact, both 
regionally and globally.  

Extent of impact: 
The impact is Baltic wide but also global within the framework of the objectives set in the Paris 
Agreement.  

Effectiveness of measure 
Climate change is adding more pressure to a fragile ecosystem already affected by anthropogenic 
impacts such as eutrophication, pollution, overfishing and habitat loss. The predict impact of a 2°C 
temperature increase on Baltic Sea marine biodiversity is so serious that policy actions must safeguard 
that such a temperature rise is not reached. The impact of a 4°C increase would be a catastrophic 
scenario, giving adverse ecosystem changes for the Baltic Sea. Thus, the measure should be an integral 
part of the EU and UN strategies to address climate change and achieve 1.5°C goal of the Paris 
Agreement. Baltic Sea countries should align with the ambitious targets set in their national plans and in 
the European Green Deal for long-term global goals as early as possible, but no later than by 2050, to 
phase out all fossil fuel emissions. The transition to achieve climate neutrality in the Baltic Sea region 
should include phase out of coal and financial flows and investment into production of oil and gas, 
investment in low carbon energy technology and energy efficiency and enhanced carbon sinks, set a 
target for doubling CO2 removal through carbon sequestration, in particular through ecosystem 
restoration (i.e. natural forest, wetlands, extensive grasslands and coastal zones). Climate action and 
clean energy transition are closely linked with social justice. For this reason, a just transition is 
fundamental to ensure that the goal will be achieved in a fair, inclusive and successful way.  

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
Achieving the climate neutral Baltic Sea region by 2040 and just transition will require actions and funds 
by all sectors of the economy. According to EU data, to achieve a net-zero GHG economy, investment 
should increase from 2% to 2,8% of the EU´s GDP annually (around €520-575 billion).  

Feasibility: 

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/clima/files/long_term_strategy_brochure_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/clima/files/long_term_strategy_brochure_en.pdf
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Urgent measures are required to meet the target of 1.5°C but some actors involved have a tendency to 
protect the status quo and keep carbon-intensive industries alive.  

Follow-up of measure: 
Follow-up systems will be developed and implemented by EU (European Green Deal) and also UN within 
the framework of the Paris Agreement.  

Background material: 
CCB Report “Climate change in the Baltic Sea region” (2015) 
EU Commission “Going climate-neutral by 2050” (2018) 
UNEP “Emissions Gas Report 2019” 
UN Paris Agreement (2015) 
IPCCC Special Report “Global Warming 1.5°C” (2018) 
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